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TRUTH VINDICATED; 
LETTER TO A FR LEND. 1 
3 R. M'C G EGO. 3 56 4 


' RECOMMENDED BY GEORGE, TOWNSEND: 


PROVING, 


That Gen! is « pot the Author of Sin: And that n no Evil whats? 1 
ſoever accrues to any Man from Electing Love: but in- 
numerable Mercies are actually beſtowed on the Wicked 


themſelves, and much Puniſhment prevented, becauſe of } 
the ELgcT among them. 
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* 8 nothing i is ſo contrary to | the nature and perfec.] 
” tions of God as fin, it is abſolutely impoſſible that] 
he ſhould be the author or approver of it; it is © the abas.] 


minable thing the Lord hates,” Jer. xliv. 4. _—_— 


The divine 3 of Election to lation never did os 


could damn any; God is the alone author of election and of 
ſalvation from ſin, hell, and wrath ; damnation is the 


conſequence of fin, which would navy: taken place if God had? 
2 PURes as 8842 as he effect follows the cauſes thay 
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juſtice of God required that all who actually ſi nned, or their 
ſurety, muſt ſuffer the penalty. 


2. Election was in Chriſt to ſalvation, grace, and glo! y. 
before the foundation of the world, Eph. i. 4. Damnation 


would never have been heard of, if fin had not entered into 
the world. } : | 55 E 


3. The word Reorobation is never mentioned in all the 
ſcripture; nor is the ſcriptural word reprobate ever mentioned 
as the conſequence of election, nor as its oppoſite, nor in 
Immediate connexion with it, or depending on it, or as what 
1 follows it. This will appear by conſulting the ſe- 
veral places where. it is mentioned with its connexion. I 


grant it is put in oppoſition to what men profeſs to be or 


ought to be. 1. The wicked being droſs, the oppoſite to 


ſilver; © reprobate ſilver ſhall men call them, becauſe the 


Lord hath rejected them,” Jer. vi, 30. 2. Oppoſite to the 
* of God, of a reprobate mind, Rom. i. 28. 
3. Oppoſite to Chriſt in you; 4 know ye not that Chriſt is 
in you, except ye be reprobate ? ?” 2 Cor. xiii. 5, 6. 4. Ac- 
counted as reprobates, although not ſo; „though we be as 
reprobates,” 2 Cor. xiii. 7. 5. In oppoſition to the faith ; 
% reprobate concerning the faith,” 2 Tim. ili. 8. 6. In op- 
poſition to good works; to every good work reprobate,” 

Titus i. 16. Theſe are all the places where the word reprobate 
15 mentioned; but never . the conſequence of election. 


| Beſides, 


4 There is no e connexion between election to 


I tion and reprobation to damnation, they have no ne- 
Neeſſary dependence on each other, they proceed from very 


Herent cauſes. The fole cauſe of election is God's free 
Ive and god plerſure. Ie ſole cauſe of damnation is only 
2 —Eleftion is no cauſe of any ereature's miſery, or of 
ld man's 1 Co. loſs whatſoever, nor can it in its 
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ewn nature poffibly be ſo. But certain it is that mankind in 
general partake of multitudes of mercies in this world, for 
the ſake of God's elect among them. As, 1. The goſpel 
preached unte them, peace, plenty, health, liberty, proſpe- 
rity in the world, &c. The wicked uſually have the greateſt 
ſhare of theſe, and ſhall have the continuance of them ſo 
long as the ele& are among them. 2. The goſpel, whereſo- 
_ ever it comes, is the foundation of the ſinner's hope; becauſe 
It proclaims the nature and perfections of God, of Chriſt's 
perſon, offices, grace, ſacrifice, ſatisſaction, and ſalvation. 
Of the divine Spirit's perſon, work, and operations. 3. Of 
the holy ſcripture, the knowledge of which is of infinitely. 
more value than all arts and ſciences put together. 4. Aud 
as the goſpel miniſtry is for the elect's ſake, 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
and will continue till all theſe are gathered home; fo all 
_ goſpel worſhip and ordinances are continued for their ſake. 
5. For the elect's fake, awful judgments are either prevented, 
removed, or ſhortened, Matt. xxiv. 22. and when the laſt 
veſſel of mercy is gathered in, the whole world will be burnt. 
6. All the reformation effected by the goſpel, or the ſhining 
example of the ele& among them, and whatever fins are pre- 
vented by theſe, muſt be greatly to the advantage of the 
wicked, as they muſt alſo prevent ' puniſhment. 7. God's 3 
electing love, the glorious goſpel of the grace of God, and 
Chriſt himſelf, are the moſt valuable bleſſings; which never, 
did or could do any hurt to mankind; but which actually 
| keep the wicked from that black deſpair, which would ren- 
der them unfit for any ſervice in life. 8. The holy law or 
word of God, which is a rule of life and converſation to the 
elect, is ſo alſo to all (as national laws are) to the rebels as“ 
well as to the loyal ſubjects. This word leads ſons to obey 
from love, and prevents ſervants and rebels from diſobedience 
and rebellion, and often from groſs infidelity, perſecutions, 
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and hereſies; which is doing them good, for whatever pre- 


vents ſinning, prevents puniſhment; the wicked making a 
criminal uſe of God's creatures, and of the beſt things, the 


word, goſpel, and ordinances, and ſtumbling at Chriſt him- 
ſelf, is their ſin. 


1 The decree of election renders no man incapable of : 
performing ſpiritual worſhip, or of believing and obeying, 


or of repentance and falvation. It is original and actual fin, 
man's native enmity and hatred of God and all goodneſs, 


that render men of themſelves utterly incapable to perform 
theſe acceptably. And whereas to know in this world who 
is not elected, is a ſecret in the boſom of God only, as God 


has never made it known to any prophet or apoſtle, or miniſ- 


ter, or or any chriſtian whatſoever that we read of, much lefs 
can he be ſuppoſed to make it known to any ſinner out of 


| hell; therefore no man can warrantably ſay of himſelf, or 


of any other individual perſon, that he is not elected, or that 
God 1s reſolved not to give him or her an heart to believe, 
repent, and be ſaved; becauſe we know God faves ſinners, 
even the chief of them, by electing love and grace. 


6. God hates no creature, hut for ſin. The devil is not 


| hated merely as a creature, but as he is ſinful. Election does 


not exclude any man from that tender mercy of God that is 


over all his works, Pf. cxlv. 9. the wicked partake of the 


© greateſt ſhare of God's Providential n in W 
things. | 


7. It is not the judge or jury that condemns criminals; 
they only, after a fair trial, find them guilty; it is only guilt 
that brings puniſhment. The law of God in itſelf is holy, juſt, 
and good, Rom. vii. 12. and does not curſe or condemn any 
man till it is broken. Divine juſtice could not condemu tilt 


3 the law was broken; therefore condemnation did not take 


place 
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ie before a law was given and bebe Suppoſe that out 
of twenty found guilty, his Majeſty King George ſhould par- 
don ten, he is not the cauſe of the other ten being executed, 

it was his clemency that pardoned any; it was their breaking 
the laws of the * that e them, and not his 
Majeſty. 

8. The doctrine of eternal election concludes God more 
merciful than the Arminian doctrine of (ſuppoſed) univerſal 
redemption, becauſe that doctrine which abſolutely aſcertains 
the regeneration, effectual calling, the ſanctification of the 
Spirit, as well as the eternal ſalvation of an innumerable 
company which no man can number, of all nations, kin- 
dreds, people, and tongues, of his rich mercy, Rev. vii. g. 
muſt repreſent God more merciful than the Arminian ſcheme, | 

which cannot aſcertain the eternal ſalvation of one man now | 
living, who may be a child of God to-day, and a child | 
of the devil to morrow, and fo periſh everlaſtingly on that 
plan, 


9. The judicious Dr. Gill, on Reprobation, in his Cauſe 
of God and Truth, ſays, Always confider men as ſinners 
in the decree of damnation ;. and that God appointed none 
but ſinners, and no man but for fin, to everlaſting torments; 
and where is the cruelty of this?“ vol. iii. p. 10. „ Per- 
miſſion of fin no more proves God to be the author of fin in 
the reprobate, than in the elect,“ p. 34. That God 

created ſouls to be inevitably damned, and put them into 
bodies that they might be fit objects for his eternal wrath, | 
are things we abhor and deteft ; nor can they be fairly deduced i] 
from the decree of reprobation; nor is creation the means of 
damnation, nor damnation the end of creation. God made | 


NO MAN tO DAMN Ai; but he made him tor himfelfs for his 
own glory,” p. 62, 
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10. Election of men to ſalvation cannot poſſibly in itſelf be 
of any bad conſequence to any creature, any more than the 
election of Chriſt or the election of angels is. The Armi- 
nians may with as much truth and propriety deny the election 
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of Chriſt and of angels, as the election of men to ſalvation, 
Tf. xlii. 1. Matt. iii. 17. Pf. Ixxxix. 3, 19. 1 Pet. ii. 4, 6. 
1 Tim. v. 21. Eph. i. 4. 


11. The doctrine of election is is a ſoul-comforting WEE 
to God's children, and hath no tendency in its own nature 
to diſtreſs the mind of any man: the dark concluſions, which 
the Arminians draw, do not belong to the doctrine. The 


divine Father's loving the elect with the fame love where 


with he loved his Son, and chuſing them in Chriſt to be 

holy and without blame before him in love, muſt be a com- 
fortable doctrine, John xvii. 21.—24. Eph. i. 4. What 
inſures holineſs, muſt inſure glory; election doth ſo, Iſa. 
alv. 17. 2 Tim. ii. 10. 


12. As there is no ſalvation for any that have actually 
finned, if a perfect atonement and ſatisfaction are not ac- 
tually made to the law and juſtice of God for thoſe fins by 
Chriſt; Chriſt, the eleR's ſurety, hath actually made an 


{ atonement, and given full ſatisfaction to law and juſtice, in the 


room and ſtead of his elect, their fins being laid on him, 
imputed to him, borne by him in his own body on the tree, 
| Iſa. xlii. 21. 1iii. 6. xl. 1, 2. 1 Pet. ii. 24. Therefore Chriſt 
demands their deliverance, Job xxxlii. 23, 24. And he 


2 


ſaves them from ſin, as well as from hell, Matt. i. 21. 


No other doctrine but electing love can juſtify from all 


charges and condemnation, and no other perſons but the 
elect in Chriſt Jeſus are delivered from all charges and from 
all condemnation, - Rom. viii. 1, 33, 34. therefore it is a 


ſoul-comforting doctrine. Moreover, Chriſt prayed for 


them, 


COSI 


them, and ever lives to make interceſſion for them, and will 
raiſe them up at the laſt day to be for ever with the Lord, 
John xvii. throughout, Rom. viii. 32. Heb. vii, 25. John 
vi. 39. Col. ili. 1 55 Theſſ. i iv. 17. 


From the whole, as there never was or will be any final of 

eternal ſalvation, but as the alone effect of God's love; ſo 

a there never was or will be any final eternal damnation, but 
as the alone effect of lin, and of God's hatred to it. 


From your brother 1 in the beſt bonds, 
| Wookwich, June 27, ROBERT M'GREGORy 
1775. „ - "2M 
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LATELY PUBLISHED. 


A TESTIMONY for TRUTE, in a brief Wien of 


2 . the Divinity of Chriſt, and a Trinity 1 in Unity, denied j in 
the Rev. Mr. Frend's Addreſs to the Citizens of Canter. 


| bury. Price 6d. 


A WORD of CAUTION and ADVICE againſt the Soct- 


I I nian Poiſon of William Frend. Price 2d. 


4 Tue REPLICATION; or a Familiar Addreſs to Mr. Wil- 
lam Frend, of Jeſus College, Cambridge, preſenting him 


| with the Proofs required in his Public Challenge. Price 


The KING's RECOVERY ; a National Mercy : or a call 
to Britain's Gr atitude, in Two Diſcourſes delivered in 
Ramſgate, April the 23d, 1789. Price 1s. 6d. 


A FUNERAL SERMON, occaſioned by the Death of Mrs, 
MARX PARNELL, of Sn. Price 6d. 


The BRIEF REJOINDER, in a Letter to Mr. W. Frend, 
of Jeſus College, Cambridge. Price 6d. 


2 LETTER to Mr. W. FREND, cloſing the Public Con- 
troverſy. Price 2d. 


The Whole Py be had, hal; bound and lettered, for 48. 6d, 
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